BELGIUM | HISTORIC EVENT

Two centuries on, thefe's a hiige -
celebration planned in centrakBelgium

his year marks the 200th
lanniversary of probably the
|best-known battle ever
\ O ) fought — Waterloo.
A re-enactment of the battle will
take place on the actual battlefield
on 19 and 20 June to commemorate
this event. But what of the actual
confrontation? And why did
thousands of men die fighting?
The battle took place on 18 June
1815, south of Brussels, and saw
the end to the wars with France that
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had started in the wake of
the French Revolution 23
years earlier. There had

been a brief respite

when, in April 1814,
Napoleon had

abdicated and was

exiled on the small
Mediterranean island of

Elba. However, this peace
was not to last. Napoleon,
having spent nine months and
21 days in retirement on Elba,
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slipped away with a
handful of officers and
1050 soldiers of his
personal guard.
Landing on the
southern coast of
France on 1 March
1815, Napoleon began
his march towards




Napoleon entered Paris and the
events that would lead to a final
confrontation began to take shape
when coalition forces gathered to
invade France. Napoleon decided to
make the first move, taking his army
across the border into Belgium to
strike at the two closest armies, the
Anglo-Dutch and the Prussians.
Having defeated these, he would
then head for Brussels. One man
would stand in his way: Arthur
Wellesley, The Duke of Wellington.

They had never met in person,

or in battle, but soon these two
military giants would meet in

a nondescript shallow valley near
the small town of Waterloo.

Rather than just a battle, Waterloo
could be termed a campaign. After
stealing a day’s march on
Wellington, Napoleon split his army
in two, taking part to attack and
defeat the Prussians commanded
by Prince Gebhard von Bliicher at
Ligny, while leaving his left wing to
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Napoleon Bonaparte atop Marengo

his famoys steed, whose Skeleton

resides’ jn Chelseat





















