
Battlefield Tours 2017 
from £215 

Relive the history and the sacrifice. Visit the battlefields with an  
experienced guide and gain a greater understanding of events.  

We Will Remember Them 



Welcome to our 2017 Battlefield Tours brochure. 
Rifleman Tours is proud to be entering its sixth 
year of operating  trips and pilgrimages to the 
battlefields of Belgium and Northern France. 
 

As we still commemorate the centenary of the 
Great War throughout the 14-18 period, and    
remember the fallen, more and more are         
beginning to plan a visit to the battlefields to  
either trace an ancestor or to get a better and 
deeper understanding of battles that took place 
during this terrible conflict that affected so many 
families throughout our nation and the world.  
 

Over the past twelve months we have taken 
many battlefield guests on personal pilgrimages 
visiting the graves and memorials of their loved 
ones who made the ultimate sacrifice. It is a  
task that we, as a small company, take  
enormous pride in.   
 

2017 sees a number of significant anniversaries; 
the 100th anniversaries of the battles of  
Passchendaele and Messines Ridge as well as  
Arras and Vimy Ridge. To mark this occasion  
we have put together three special tours of      
remembrance marking each of these battles.  
Where possible we will be attending one of the 
official ceremonies that will be held, and also 
holding our own personal tour of remembrance.  
 

Another battle marks its 75th anniversary in  
2017 and that is Dieppe. Again we have a  
remembrance tour put together to mark this  
battle and remember the many Canadian troops 
who landed and lost their lives in an attempt to 
take and hold this small coastal town for one 
tidal  period. Over the years there has been some 
theories as to the real reason for this raid and we 
will look at these closely as well as attending the   
official ceremony in the town. 
 

Please look through our brochure at the various 
tours, or visit our website, and see the many  
testimonials we have received over the years.  
 

If you have any further questions then please  
feel free to contact us as we would be only too 
pleased to help with your enquiry. 
 

 

Warnest regards 

Tony & Allison Eden 

Visiting the battlefields with Rifleman Tours 

Visiting the battlefields of World War One and World War Two is one of 
the most emotional and thought-provoking experiences you can have. 
With the aid of our specialist guides and historians Rifleman Tours brings 
the battlefields back to life and conveys the thoughts and perspectives of 
all those who fought there, from the General to the humble Tommy. 
 

Our battlefield tours cater for groups with between 12 and 24 people,  
and are specifically created to provide an informal, friendly relaxed  
atmosphere. They are suitable for everyone from the first time  
battlefield visitor to the history student and experienced researcher.  
In fact, our guests come from all walks of life and span all ages. 
 

Rifleman Tours offers executive coach/minibus travel from the UK with     
complimentary onboard refreshments. All accommodation is based at 
three star quality hotels on a bed and breakfast basis. Lunches are  
catered for during your stay and all museum entry fees are included.  
As well as a top class guide, a tour manager will be with your group  
to take care of all your requirements. 
 

Rifleman Tours offers a number of scheduled battlefield tours that  
take  place throughout the year visiting the battlefields of northern 
Europe. Each battlefield tour has a flexible itinerary which makes it  
easy to accommodate passengers wishing to visit a particular  
memorial or cemetery. 
 

We also offer tailor-made tours for those who might wish to relate  
closely to the war experience of someone in their family. Rifleman Tours 
can help with researching World War One or World War Two records  
that may exist about your relatives and incorporate this information  
into your tour to allow you to walk in the footsteps of your ancestors.  
 

Groups and Associations are also catered for; if you are a Military unit, 
Western Front or British Legion Branch, school or just a group of friends, 
then we can arrange a tour that can suit your group. 
 

We strive to offer a comprehensive battlefield tour at a competitive price. 
But don’t take our word for this, read our testimonials and let Rifleman 
Tours make your visit to the battlefields of World War One and World  
War Two a truly memorable experience. 

 
 

Phone: 01908 617264 

E-mail: info@riflemantours.co.uk 

Website: www.riflemantours.co.uk 
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Rifleman Tours is operated by husband and wife team Tony and Allison Eden and is based in Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire.  
 

Tony has always had a keen interest in military history and has a strong bond with the First World War and 
Ypres. His grandfather, Rifleman William James Eden of the King’s Royal Rifle Corp, was killed at Gheluvelt 
during the first battle of Ypres and is   
remembered on the Menin Gate.  
 

After running a packaging company for  
25 years Tony decided to turn his hobby 
into his occupation and so Rifleman Tours 
was born.  
 

Allison has worked in event management 
for over 25 years and has extensive  
experience in this field. Her organisational skills and attention to detail,  
together with her lively, sociable character mean that your tour will be not only 
professional but also fun.   
 

Daughter Olivia is also showing an interest in Mum and Dad’s business and can’t 
wait until she is old enough to join the tours as a personal assistant! 
 

Thanks to their combination of skills, Allison and Tony are able to offer a bespoke,              
professional service, providing competitively priced battlefield tours which are  
well-organised, highly  informative and enjoyable. Tony and Allison accompany 
every Rifleman experience, so your tour will never be left in the hands of a third 
party. Tony also has personal experience of all the external expert guides to  
ensure they meet the high standards you expect. Tony is a member of the Guild of 
Battlefield Guides, the Last Post and Western Front Association. 
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“Congratulations and thanks to your company for putting together such a very well planned tour.  
From pick up through to finish you and your team made the tour so interesting, varied and     
pleasant also the nice touches provided on board coach. 
 

The hotel location and accommodation was superb. Our tour guide was very knowledgeable and      
helpful. Thanks for your help in locating June’s Grandfather’s grave in Etaples Military Cemetery.    
Anyone considering a Battlefield tour, I would recommend Rifleman Tours.” 
 

Ian and June Beeden, South Yorkshire 

“Dear Tony & Allison, We wanted to thank you both once again for the most fantastic weekend. 
We enjoyed every minute of the tour and have a much better understanding of the Somme thanks 
to Iain your guide and also yourself Tony. I was so very pleased to be able to lay a wreath at my 
great uncle’s grave, although I didn’t know him I found the whole experience very moving,         
especially when you did the exultation. Ian your driver was great fun and it was nice he joined in 
with everything and came around all the sites with us. And Allison, always there with a lovely smile 
and her goody basket and tea and coffee. You really did take care of us all. We would like to wish 
you all the very best for the future, with love and thanks.” 
 

Bob and Liz Richards, Devon 
 

 
“On behalf of the Association, may I thank you both for yet another fantastic tour this year, 
we had a branch meeting last night and we were all raving about it to those who did not 
attend. We thoroughly enjoyed each day and at each location your depth of knowledge on 
the events and its participants were second to none, you were able to explain the significance 
of the location and its events to us all clearly so that even the non-military amongst us were 
able to easily understand and were able to vividly re-enact the events in our own minds. We 
would highly recommend Rifleman Tours to anyone considering a battlefield tour having now 
been on two and are looking forward to booking a third next year.” 
Regards 
Paul Chadderton 
REME Association (Shropshire Branch) 

“The most unforgettable WW1 experience imaginable. It takes our history of nearly a century ago and makes it real and live. The  
organisation of this tour is exceptional and the tour manager, tour driver and the tour guide were 
so impressive it's hard to find the words to express it. 
 

The route for each day has been thought out with precision and intelligence so that all those      
present get a coherent account of events in Ypres and the Somme and a memorable  time to pay 
their respects in so many different places and ways. 
 

Each person on the tour is treated individually with their personal wishes and tribute hopes and 
dreams fully met. Everyone on the tour became friends and were genuinely sorry to say 'goodbye' 
at the end. The small numbers involved and the personal service made us feel like invited, welcome 
guests rather than a group of tourists. 
 

The contact pre the tour was first class in making arrangements, sending itineraries etc. Hard copy 
handouts were given as there was so much to take in that they will serve as a permanent reminder. 
 

We cannot recommend this tour more highly for anyone who even has just a slight interest in 
WW1. It fired everyone's imagination and was so moving in so 
many ways. 
 

The hotel used is very, very nice with friendly staff and a gorgeous 
breakfast. The walk to the Menin Gate takes just a few minutes. 
Ypres itself is lovely and a credit to those who redesigned it and 
rebuilt it. 
 

We cannot thank Tony Eden and Rifleman Tours enough for giving us so much for comparatively so little             
financial cost. They not only go the extra mile they go more extra miles than you can count. After the tour 
Tony continues to provide additional information especially about family members who fought. 
 

We now count Tony as a friend. Not only would we like to join him on the WW2 tour but would like in time 
to do this tour again. Our enthusiasm has now inspired two friends who haven't done a tour and would 
like to join us and I'm sure there will be more.” 
 

Moira and David, Kent 

Ian and June at her Grandfather’s   
grave at Etaples 

 

Bob and Liz wait  
as the exultation is read 

 

 Moira and Eileen taking part 
in the Last Post Ceremony at 

the Menin Gate 

Moira signing the registry book  
at Vancouver Corner 

Members of the REME  
Association at the Menin Gate 
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“Hello Tony and Allison, Just wanted to send you my own word of thanks, as well as Kevin and Roisin’s, for a memorable and poignant tour 
of the WW1 Battlefields last weekend. I was deeply touched that you used the term “pilgrimage” when you introduced us to each other on 
the bus. That’s what it was for us, so much more than a journey or a tour, culminating in a most emotional wreath-laying at our            
grand-father’s grave supported so respectfully by you both and our companions. Your incredible knowledge of the battles on Flanders fields 
made me feel that they had happened only recently instead of nearly 100 years ago. We had a             
wonderful time at the concert (Great War Remembered Concert) on Sunday and attended the Last 
Post ceremony every evening. The hotel was very comfortable and breakfast plentiful and enjoyable. 
We also had the most delicious dinners in different restaurants each evening. Once again, your deep 
knowledge of WW1 contributed to the group’s understanding of the cataclysmic events of the time 
and your profound final summation and exultation in Poperinghe Cemetery to “remember them” will 
not easily be forgotten.  
Thank you both and until the next time….“ 
 

Mairead O’Halloran, Belfast 
 
 
“We have not been on any other battlefield tours, but we were certainly lucky with our choice. Tony and Allison have a very personal touch 
and the differing needs of our party were very well met. We ourselves wanted to visit the final resting place of our uncle, which was not at a  
cemetery on the official schedule. Nevertheless, Tony arranged for us to go there, and then gathered all the members of our group together 
while we laid the flower and cross we had brought from England. Others wanted to see where relatives had fought or died, or had their own 

final resting places to visit, and time was made for all. A special word should be said about our 
driver, Les, who had some very tiny roads to negotiate! He was friendly and helpful throughout the 
tour and we would welcome seeing him on any future visit. 
 

The organisation was really excellent, and from hotel to ferry to coach everything went smoothly. 
The refreshment stops were welcome, as we had cold and windy weather, and between Allison’s hot  
chocolate and pastries and Tony’s tots of brandy or whisky, we felt very well looked after.” 
 

Jackie Vaughan and Rose Haseltine, Shropshire 
 
 
 

 

“A big thank you to Allison and Tony for making a good weekend even better. Remarkable, unforgettable 
and emotional as well as educational. Just some of the words to explain the Ypres Armistice Tour. You’re 
both smashing people.” 
 

George, London 

 
 

Taste of Flanders Two Day Tour 
 

“Thank you so much for my weekend. You know I’ve wanted to go back to Ypres since I first 
went there 10 years ago. I wasn’t disappointed. Everything was a lot more than I’d expected – 
including the emotion – and Tony’s knowledge and obvious interest in the subject was  
brilliant. I learnt so much and particularly liked the anecdotes about various individuals that 
gave a personal view of all the horrors. It was especially poignant to have several of our group 
making their own pilgrimages to relatives’ graves and a privilege to be part of the short but 
powerful ceremonies at various headstones. Several of our group who I talked to were also 
mightily impressed with the impeccable organisation, knowledge and excellent company  

and some didn’t believe it when I said there were just the two of you! I’ve been going to the Remembrance Day service at our local war  
memorial for several years but it will mean a lot more to me now – and I shall definitely not forget.  
Your Grandad would be so proud of how you’re playing your part to keep the memories alive, Tony.” 
Janet Wilkinson, Surrey 
 

“Dear Tony and Allison, Thank you for a very impressive two days. Your organisation was superb and your attention to detail excellent. We 
were particularly impressed by your personal touch in accommodating all those on our tour who wished to lay personal tributes at some of 
the smaller cemeteries…. Your extensive knowledge of the subject and area helped greatly in enlightening two people who previously knew 
little of the subject. No doubt many people have been overwhelmed by the sight of so many graves and the early morning at Tyne Cot did it 
for me so the hot coffee and brandy afterwards were more than welcome. We will be looking to book with you again next year, either for 
Dunkirk or the Normandy beaches. Again, thank you both for a very memorable weekend. With very best wishes to you both,” 
Derek and Diana Chappell, Norfolk 
 

“Well I was not sure about what to expect but I have to say it was worth every penny. We were guided by Tony with very good insights into 
the various battles and stories of individuals when we visited their graves. A nice touch is when relatives of those who fell were able to have 
an opportunity to visit and place something in their memory. The variety of stops on the two day tour along the way let us walk in the 
shadow of the many heroes who paid the price of many Nationalities .  
So I recommend the tour to anyone , thank you Tony , Alison , and Les the driver.” 
Tony Morgan 

Mairead and 
Roisin in Ypres  

at Armistice  

Jackie and Rose at their relative’s 
grave at Spoilbank Cemetery George looks for 

family names on 
the Menin Gate 

Taste of Flanders Group 
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“Although I have read many books on WW1 actually travelling around the area and seeing the many different   
cemeteries and memorials was just amazing and very emotional. It brought home to me so much more than  
reading dry facts in a book the sacrifice that so many made for future generations – something that must never  
be forgotten. From start to finish the tour was well organised and informative. Tony is an excellent tour guide,  
his knowledge of and interest in military history is obvious when he talks to you. There were several personal  
pilgrimages within the group and it was lovely that we were all included in each one and able to pay our respects as 
a group as well as individually. The packs of personal information given to the people making those pilgrimages was 
a lovely touch and much appreciated. Nothing was too much trouble and at no time did I ever feel rushed – quite a 
feat as there was a lot to fit in. I know we all appreciated the refreshment breaks along the way where Allison, ably 
assisted by our lovely coach driver, Les, provided all manner of hot; cold drinks, cakes, etc. I especially enjoyed the 
tots of rum; brandy which made a nice addition to my cup of tea! The hotel in Arras was very comfortable and the 
breakfast delicious and plentiful. Thank you so much Tony and Allison for making my first visit to the Somme such a 
memorable experience, I will definitely be back.” 
Lynn McKillop, Milton Keynes 

 
“This tour is excellent in all ways. In three days, I learned so much about Ypres and WW1. I could  
not have covered so much ground, known where to start or where to go if trying to do this  
independently. Allison had thought of everything to make the tour comfortable and enjoyable even 
down to providing tea/coffee/nibbles on the coach, extra packs of tea/milk for the hotel and even 
packs of xxxxx xxxxxx (but I won’t spoil the surprise on those)!  
Tony’s knowledge of the war and battlefields is exceptional. He had researched to make the tour  
personal for individual members of the group. Truly, he is an exceptional guide!” 
 

Sara McManus, Sutton 
 

 

 
“Many thanks for a very informative tour of the Waterloo battlefield. Without doubt your  
expertise and knowledge of the fore mentioned battle made the visit a very memorable occasion 
of which was enjoyed by all especially the old guard at the rear. I would have no hesitation in 
recommending your tour company to prospective clients. Please keep me informed of any  
forthcoming tours and perhaps our paths will cross again (we will give you a rest for a while).” 
Best Regards, 
 

Brian, Syd & George, Ex-Royal Green Jackets 
“The Old Guard” 
 
 

 
“Dear Tony & Allie, On behalf of the Branch Members who joined you 
for the Ypres Trip recently can I say a very big thank you. Certain 
phrases or words are often over used but ‘brilliant’, ‘fantastic value’, 
‘really enjoyed the trip’ plus all positive comments regarding both 
yourselves and Iain the guide are very special especially when those 
words or phrases come from our Branch Members talking about the 
trip, where they visited and the logistics.  
 

Well done, keep up the good work and The Ox & Bucks Branch look  
forward to many trips over the years to come with Rifleman Tours.” 
 

Nigel Crompton, Chairman  
Ox & Bucks Branch, Western Front Association 
 
 
“This was our second tour with Rifleman Tours; Ypres last year for WW1 and this 
time ‘Dunkirk to D-Day’. We would like to congratulate you, Tony, on yet another 
informative, relaxed and enjoyable tour. You always achieve exactly the right 
balance between meeting the wishes of the group whilst at the same time      
covering all the areas which you feel are important. Your knowledge, and the way 
you deliver it, together with your research and your attention to detail, are all 
second to none. The personal stories you told us once again made history come 
alive in a very accessible manner and made all the difference to learning about 
the events we covered during the tour. The accommodation you recommended 
was of very high quality – an important factor after a long day out. We look  
forward to planning our third tour with you for next year and will highly  
recommend you to anyone we know who is looking to take a Battlefield Tour.  
Thank you - from us all.   
The First Edition Book Club 

 

Sara at the Last Post Ceremony,  
with other tour group members 

Ox & Bucks WFA group photo 

Lynn at  
Morlancourt  

Cemetery 

The First Edition Book Club at the  
Green Howards Memorial, Normandy 
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This is an ideal tour for the first time battlefield pilgrim showing 
the sites and giving you a taste of the Great War. First some    
history...  
 

Flanders is a region in Belgium, the word Flanders means ‘flooded 
land’ and was originally a medieval state that contained parts of   
Belgium and Northern France. The main town in which fighting in 
Flanders took place was Ypres. In defending the town, a bulge 
was created in the opposing armies trench lines, this gave way to 
the term Salient. 

The British troops held this region from 1914 until the end of the 
war. In that time four major battles took place and over 250,000  
British and Commonwealth Soldiers died. To the British there is no 
more sacred a place than Ypres and this is reflected in the many    
memorials and 120 cemeteries in the region. 
 

This tour is ideal for the first time battlefield pilgrim. We visit the 
main sites and memorials within the region and also attend the 
Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. 

Tour Itinerary   
 

Day One: Depart by coach from your 
chosen UK collection point and proceed 
to Dover for our channel crossing by 
ferry. We begin our tour with a visit to 
Essex Farm Cemetery. This is probably 
the most visited cemetery on the    
Western Front for many reasons but 
mainly because it was here that Lt Col 
John McCrae (then a Capt), serving as a doctor in the Advance 

Dressing Station, wrote the immortal 
poem ‘In Flanders Fields’. 
 

As we wind our way into Ypres we stop 
at the Yorkshire Trench. This piece of 
trench system was uncovered during 
building work and now gives you an  
idea of the construction of a frontline 
fighting trench. 
 

We then enter Ypres where you have 
free time to look around this beautiful 
town and sample the local food and 
beers in the many fine restaurants    

before visiting the Menin Gate for the Last Post Ceremony.  
After which we will board the coach and proceed to our hotel  
for an evening at leisure. 
 

Day Two: After breakfast we leave 
the hotel and resume our tour with 
a visit to Tyne Cot, the largest  
British War Cemetery in the world 
with 11,956 graves before moving 
on to look at Third Ypres,          
Passchendaele and the Canadian 
Memorial at Crest Farm. 

Cross of Sacrifice  
at Tyne Cot 

Brooding Soldier 

Essex Farm  ADS 

 
 

From here we visit Vancouver   
Corner and the Brooding Soldier 
memorial to the 1st Canadian     
Division. This area was the scene of 
the first gas attacks in 1915 which 
culminated in the start of the     
Second Battle of Ypres. Then we 
travel on to the German Cemetery 
at Langemark. It is in this area that 
the ‘Slaughter of the Innocents’ took place when young German 
conscripts, mainly students, walked into the expert rifle fire of the 
British Expeditionary Force at the 
First Battle of Ypres. 
 

We then visit Hooge where lunch can 
be taken in the Hooge Crater Café 
and visit the museum which houses 
one of the best private collections of 
memorabilia on the Western Front 
(lunch and museum entrance fee 
included in the price). From here we 
travel to Ploegsteert (Plugstreet) 
where we see and discuss the Christmas Truce that took place here 
in 1914 before moving on to see the Ploegsteert Memorial. We 
then travel back to our port of departure to the UK. 

Menin Gate 

 

Hotel Accommodation 
 

You will be staying at the 3 star Hôtel des Acacias Lille Tourcoing,  
situated in Neuville-en-Ferrain. 
 

The hotel has a restaurant, bar/lounge and complimentary Wi-Fi. 
  

All the bedrooms have a flat-screen television with satellite  
channels and coffee and tea making facilities. 

 

  Cost of Tour - £215 per person 
 

  Price is based on two people sharing 
 

  Single supplement - £30  

Plugstreet Memorial 

  Included In Your Tour 
 

   - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary  
   - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
   - 3 star accommodation with continental breakfast 
   - Information pack                         
   - Lunch on day two of the tour 
   - Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited  
   - Return ferry crossing 
   - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary hot 
     and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks for the duration 
     of the tour 

Call us on 01908 617264 



People have been visiting Ypres in Belgium since the 1920s as a     
pilgrimage to pay their respects to the many thousands of British, 
Empire and German troops alike who never returned home at the 
end of the conflict. 
 

Ypres was held by the British, French and Belgian armies from       
October 1914 until 1918. Its geography formed a salient (a bulge in 

the line). The defence of such a 
position is a perilous one as it 
can be attacked on three fronts. 
Coupled with the terrible  
Flanders soil which became a 
quagmire when it rained as well 
as the threat of  attack by poison 
gas from 1915, makes you  
wonder why it was so bitterly 
defended. But, defended it was 
and the Ypres sector saw fighting 

every year of the war which included three major battles (First, 
Second and Third Ypres). The cost of their determination was  
horrendous and several hundred thousand lives were lost  
collectively. There are over 120 military graveyards in the  
salient alone. 
 

Ypres was known as ‘Wipers’ to the British troops and was more  
or less destroyed during the four years of war. The Cloth Hall             
ruins stood as a defiant iconic landmark to the passing troops on 
their way to the front. It was lovingly restored to its prior image 
with the aid of repatriation money from the German aggressors.   
It now stands as a beacon of pilgrimage to those who never  
returned home. The cemeteries of Ypres and its memorials, notably 
the Menin Gate, are testimony to the thousands of soldiers who 
died during this great conflict and have no known grave.  

Tour Itinerary 
 

Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and 
proceed to Dover for our channel crossing by ferry and then on to 
Ypres to check in to your hotel (located in the centre of Ypres). With 
the rest of the day at your leisure you can explore this historic and 
beautiful town visiting St Martin’s Cathedral and St George’s Chapel 
and finishing at the Menin Gate. Then enjoy a meal and one of the 
famous Belgium beers before taking in the Last Post Ceremony at 
the Menin Gate. 
 

Day Two: Our first full day’s touring starts at Gheluvelt where the 2nd 
Worcesters’ bayonet charge restored the line at a crucial time during 
First Ypres. We then spend some time at the Passchendaele        
Memorial Museum (entrance fee included in price). This excellent 
museum with its reconstructed German and British trenches will 
give you a good idea of the conditions faced by the soldiers of the 
Great War. The Ypres Salient contains 120 cemeteries and we visit 
the largest British War Cemetery in the world, Tyne Cot, with 11,956 
graves. We then move on to look at Third Ypres, Passchendaele and 
the Canadian Memorial at Crest Farm. 
 

From here we visit Vancouver Corner 
and the Brooding Soldier memorial to 
the 1st Canadian Division. This area was 
the scene of the first gas attacks in 1915 
which culminated in the start of the 
Second Battle of Ypres. Then we travel 
on to the German Cemetery at  
Langemark before taking lunch at the 
Hooge Crater Café and Museum  
(lunch and museum entrance fee  
included in price). 
 

The afternoon will see us look at Hill 60 
and Ploegsteert (Plugstreet) where we see and discuss the  
Christmas Truce that took place here in 1914 before moving on  
to the Ploegsteert Memorial. From here we wander across the  
Messines Ridge over the ground the 16th and 36th Irish divisions  
attacked on the 7th June 1917. 
 

We end the day back in Ypres where you can again take in the 
haunting Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate, a short walk from 
our hotel. 
 

Day Three: On the final day, before heading for the port, we will  
take a look ‘behind the lines’ and visit Essex Farm Cemetery and  
Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery and visitor centre. 
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Three Day Tour 

 Ypres: The Immortal Salient 

The Brooding Soldier 

Xmas Truce Memorial 

 Included In Your Tour 
 - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary   
 - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
 - Information Pack 
 - 3 star accommodation with continental breakfast in the centre  
    of Ypres 
 - Lunch on day two of the tour 
 - Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited   
 - Return ferry crossing 
 - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary hot  
   and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks for the duration  
   of the tour 

 

Hotel Accommodation 
 

You will be staying at a 3 star hotel in the centre of Ypres and  
just a short walk to the Menin Gate and Grote Markt. 
 

We use either the Albion Hotel or the Novotel 
Ieper Centrum Flanders Field Hotel. Both offer a  
high level of comfort and the convenience of  
staying actually in the heart of Ypres. 
 

Both hotels offer free Wi-Fi, a flat-screen TV  
and tea and coffee making facilities. 

  

Cost of Tour: £385 per person  
 

 Price is based on two people sharing; single supplement - £80  

Essex Farm ADS 

Tyne Cot Cemetery 

Call us on 01908 617264 
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From the Ypres Salient to the Crucible of the Somme Four Day Tour 

Ypres was known as ‘Wipers’ to the British troops and was more  
or less destroyed during the four years of war. The Cloth Hall   
ruins stood as a defiant iconic landmark to the passing troops on 
their way to the front. It was lovingly restored to its prior image 
with the aid of repatriation money from the German aggressors.  
It now stands as a beacon of pilgrimage to those who never  
returned home. The cemeteries of Ypres and its memorials, notably 
the Menin Gate, are testimony to the thousands of soldiers who 
died during this great conflict and have no known grave.  
 

The beautiful rolling landscape of the Somme was originally a quiet 
live and let live sector for the British and German troops prior to 
July 1916.  

However, all this was to change with the build up and launch of 
one of the largest battles in history. The area was shelled for a 
solid seven days with the aim of shifting the Germans from their 
well dug entrenchments and fortifications.     
     

At 7.30am on the morning of the 1st July 1916 the soldiers of the 
British army went over the top to what they assumed would be   
certain victory. But by the end of the day British and Empire 
losses had totalled 19,240 dead and 57,470  casualties. It was 
indeed the bloodiest day for the British Army. 

 

    Cost of Tour: £485 per person  
       Price is based on two people sharing; single supplement - £120 

Tour Itinerary   
Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and 
proceed to Dover for our channel crossing by ferry and then on to 
Ypres to check in to our hotel (located in the centre of Ypres). With 
the rest of the day at your leisure you can explore this historic and 
beautiful town visiting St Martin’s Cathedral and St George’s Chapel 
and finishing at the Menin Gate. Then enjoy a meal and one of the 
famous Belgium beers before taking in the Last Post Ceremony at 
the Menin Gate. 
 

Day Two: We begin our tour of the 
Somme at Delville Wood, ground that 
was hard fought over by the South  
African Brigade. We then travel along  
the Longueval Ridge to Caterpillar Valley 
Cemetery, past High Wood and on to the 
smallest wood on the Somme; Mametz 
Wood contested by the 38th Welsh Division, visiting the stunning 
Welsh Dragon Memorial which faces the wood. We then move on to 
Devonshire Trench, a place that is forever England. Lunch is taken at 
a local tea room (lunch included in price). 

 

The afternoon takes us to the northern 
sector of the battlefield where we can 
stand in the Sunken Lane where the  
1st Lancashire Fusiliers waited to advance 
on the morning of 1 July 1916. A stroll 
around Newfoundland Park with its  
preserved trenches brings the futility of 
the battle to one’s senses. After stopping 

at the Ulster Tower we shall pay our respects to the missing of the 
Somme at Thiepval Memorial and spend some time at their visitor 
centre. Finally we view the largest British mine crater on the  
Western Front; Lochnagar.  

Hotel Accommodation 
 

You will be staying at a 3 star hotel in the centre of Ypres and just a 
short walk to the Menin Gate and Grote Markt. We use 
ether the Albion Hotel or the Novotel Ieper Centrum Flanders 
Field Hotel. Both offer a high level of comfort and the convenience 
of staying actually in the heart of Ypres. Both hotels offer free      
Wi-Fi, a flat-screen TV and tea and coffee making facilities. 
 

As well as the above sites, there will be a number of  impromptu 
stops along the way where the guide will bring the battle to life. 
 

Day Three: Covering the Ypres Salient we begin our tour with a 
visit to Gheluvelt where the 2nd Worcesters’ bayonet charge  
restored the line at a crucial time during First Ypres. We then 
spend some time at the Passchendaele Memorial Museum 
(included in price). This excellent museum with its reconstructed 
German and British trenches will give you a good idea of the  
conditions faced by the soldiers of the Great War.  
The Ypres Salient contains 120 cemeteries and we visit the largest 
British War Cemetery in the world, Tyne Cot with 11,956 graves. 
We then move on to look at Third Ypres, Passchendaele and the 
Canadian Memorial at Crest Farm. From here we visit Vancouver 
Corner and the Brooding Soldier memorial to the 1st Canadian 
Division. This area was the scene of the first gas attacks in 1915 
which culminated in the start of the Second Battle of Ypres. Then 
we travel on to the German Cemetery at Langemark before taking 
lunch at the Hooge Crater Café and Museum (lunch and museum 
entrance fee included in price).  
The afternoon will see us look at Hill 60 and Ploegsteert 
(Plugstreet) where we discuss the Christmas Truce that took place 
here in 1914 before moving on to see the Ploegsteert Memorial. 
From here we wander across the Messines Ridge over the ground 
the 16th and 36th Irish divisions attacked on 7 June 1917.  
 

Day Four: On the final day before heading for the port we will  
take a look ‘behind the lines’ and visit Essex Farm Cemetery and  
Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery and visitor centre. 

  Included In Your Tour 
 

   - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary  
   - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
   - 3 star accommodation with continental  
      breakfast in the centre of Ypres 
   - Information pack                         
   - Lunch on day two and three of the tour 
   - Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited  
   - Return ferry crossing 
   - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary  
     hot and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks for the  
     duration of the tour 

Cloth Hall now 

Cloth Hall then 

 

Call us on 01908 617264 



 

 

The Battle of the Somme is famous for the casualties taken on the first day; 1st July 1916. However 
the battle raged for a  further 141 days and saw these casualties increase to a staggering 420,000.  
 

Initially the area was a relatively quiet sector of the Western Front for troops from both sides.    
However, in the build up to the launch of one of the largest battles in history, the area’s beautiful 
rolling landscape was shelled for a solid seven days with the aim of shifting the Germans from their 
well dug trenches and fortifications. At 7.30am the soldiers of the British army went over the top to 
what they assumed would be certain victory and the beginning of the end of the war. But by the end 
of the day British and Empire losses had totalled 19,240 dead and 57,470 casualties.   
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The Somme: Heroism and Horror  
Including a visit to Vimy Ridge 

Three Day Tour 

Thiepval Memorial 

 
 

Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and proceed to Dover for our channel  
crossing by ferry and then on to Arras where we will book into our three star hotel and short stroll from the 
centre of the town. 
 

Day Two: Starting at the extreme right of the British line, we tour across the battlefield to Delville Wood, 
ground that was hard fought over by the South African Brigade. We then travel along the Longueval Ridge to 
Caterpillar Valley Cemetery, past High Wood and on to the smallest wood on the Somme; Mametz Wood,    
contested by the 38th Welsh Division, visiting the stunning Welsh Dragon Memorial which faces the wood.  
We then move on to Devonshire Trench, a place that is forever  
England. Lunch is taken at a local tea room (lunch included in price). 
 

The afternoon takes us to the northern sector of the battlefield where we can stand in the Sunken 
Lane where the 1st Lancashire Fusiliers waited to advance on the morning of the 1st July 1916. A 
stroll around Newfoundland Park with its preserved trenches brings the futility of the battle to 
one’s senses. After stopping at Ulster Tower we shall pay our respects to the missing of the Somme 
at Thiepval Memorial and spend some time at their visitor centre. Finally we view the largest British 
mine crater on the Western Front; Lochnagar. As well as the above sites there will be a number of 

impromptu stops along the way  where the guide will bring the 
battle so vividly to life.  
 

Day Three: After leaving the hotel for our journey back to the 
channel port we will stop at Vimy Ridge. Here we will visit the 
Canadian Memorial and discuss the battle that took place in which the Canadian Divisions fought  
together as a single army. Some say that this is the day that Canada became a nation. While at Vimy we 
will look at the trenches and, if time permits, enter the Grange Tunnels used by Canadian regiments to 
enter the front line before continuing our journey home. 

Tour Itinerary 

Ulster Tower 

Devonshire Trench 

38th Division 
Memorial 

 

   Cost of Tour 
 

   £385 per person 
 

     Price is based on two  
     people sharing  
 

     Single supplement - £80 
  

Vimy Ridge Memorial 

  Hotel Accommodation 
 

  You will be staying at the 3 star Holiday Inn Express. This wonderful central location allows you to walk to   
  the best restaurants and most historic landmarks of Arras town centre. 
  

  Arras is justifiably famous for its two stunning town squares. These opulent spaces speak of its history as  
  a major trading centre: the town hall is a fine example of 16th century Flemish gothic architecture. 
  

  In addition to a restaurant, the hotel features a bar/lounge. Rooms are equipped with a television,  
  complimentary Wi-Fi, hairdryer and coffee and tea making facilities. 

  Included In Your Tour 
 

   - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary  
   - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
   - 3 star accommodation with continental breakfast in the centre of Arras 
   - Information pack                         
   - Lunch on day two of the tour 
   - Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited  
   - Return ferry crossing 
   - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary  
     hot and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks for the duration of the tour 

Call us on 01908 617264 



The Battle of Arras was a British offensive on the Western Front 
that took place from 9 April to 16 May 1917 and incorporated the 
Canadians’ attack at Vimy Ridge. 
 

Originally planned as a diversionary attack to enable the French  
to deliver the main assault on the Chemin des Dames, the battle 
became one of the most costly battles of the Great War with  
almost 160,000 British and 125,000 German casualties. 

 

 Cost of Tour: £495 per person  
  Price is based on two people sharing, single supplement - £105 

Tour Itinerary   
Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and 
proceed to Dover for our channel crossing by ferry and then on to 
Ypres to check in to the Novotel Ieper Centrum Hotel (located in the 
centre of Ypres). It is here in the beautiful city of Ypres that our four 
day anniversary tour will be based and where you will have ample 
time to explore the many sights including St Martin’s Cathedral, the 
Cloth Hall that houses the ‘In Flanders Field Museum’, St George’s 
Church and the Ramparts. You will also be able to take a meal or 
sample the Belgian beer in the traditional restaurants around the 
Grote Markt and witness the Last Post Ceremony that takes place at 
the Menin Gate every evening at 8pm. 
 

Days Two: We will travel from Ypres to Arras and here we will visit 
the main sites connected with the Battle of Arras that was fought 
throughout April and May 1917. These sites include the 9th Scottish 
Division Cairn, Fampou and Sunken Lane. A packed lunch will be 
provided (included in the price) before we move on to Monchy le 
Preux. Here we discuss the 
attack made by the  
Newfoundlanders  
commanded by  
Lieutenant Colonel Forbes-
Robertson and visit the 
third of the five famous 
Caribou monuments that 
stand in honour of the  
regiment. 
 

  

Hotel Accommodation 
 

You will be staying at the 3 star Novotel Ieper Centrum Flanders 
Field Hotel in the centre of Ypres and a short walk from the  
Menin Gate and Grote Markt. 
 

The Novotel features free Wi-Fi, restaurant and bar and for  
breakfast serves an extensive hot or continental buffet with a 
range of local and international options. 
 

All of the rooms have a flat-screen TV and tea and coffee  
making facilities. 

Day Three: This day (9 April) marks the start of the battle and we 
will attend one of the main 
ceremonies that will in 
taking place in Arras or   
at the official Canadian 
Memorial at Vimy. At the 
time of going to print, the 
Canadian authorities are 
yet to confirm details  
concerning this ceremony 
and access to the site. 
However the Memorial will be visited over the course of this tour. 
 

Lunch will once again be provided (included in the price) and we 
will then continue our tour looking at the battlefields including 
Bullecourt where Australian and British forces fought.  
 

Before returning to Ypres, we will  visit the Arras Memorial. The 
Memorial is in the Faubourg-d'Amiens Cemetery, which is located 
in the western part of the town of Arras and commemorates    
almost 35,000 Commonwealth troops who fought in the Arras 
sector between spring 1916 and August 1918. Adjacent to this is 
the Arras Flying Services Memorial which commemorates almost 
1,000 airmen of the Royal Naval Air Service, the Royal Flying 
Corps, and the Royal Air Force who were killed on the Western 
Front and who have no known grave. We will then return to Ypres 
where the evening is spent at your leisure. 
 

Day Four: Upon leaving the hotel for our return journey we visit 
Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery where so many wounded from the 
battle now rest. We then proceed to the port of Calais for our 
return ferry crossing to the UK. 

   

  Included In Your Tour 
 

   - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary  
   - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
   - 3 star accommodation with hot or  
      continental breakfast in the centre of Ypres 
   - Information pack                   
   - Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited  
   - Lunch on day two and three of the tour 
   - Return ferry crossing 
   - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary hot 
     and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks for the duration  
     of the tour 
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Vimy Ridge and Arras 100th Anniversary Tour 

Four Day Tour 

Caribou Monument at  
Monchy le Preux 

Arras Memorial 

Mother Canada at  
Vimy Memorial 

Call us on 
01908 617264 



 

The Battle of Messines (7-14 June 1917) was an offensive  
conducted by the British Second Army, commanded by General  
Sir Herbert Plumer, near the village of Messines, south of Ypres. 
 

The tactical objective of the attack at Messines was to capture  
the German defences on the ridge, which ran from Ploegsteert 
(Plugstreet) Wood in the south, through the towns of Messines  
and Wytschaete to Mt Sorrel. This would be achieved by a seven 
day artillery bombardment and the use of 19 mines that were  
exploded under strong points along the ridge. This was the largest 
man-made explosion until the atomic age. Once the ridge was  
under the command of the British, the plan was then to conduct 
another operation in the northern sector of the salient and break 
out towards the Belgian coast. This would become Third Ypres,  
better known as the Battle of Passchendaele. 
 

This remembrance tour looks at the build up to the battle, including 
the underground war. We study the principal architects of this, the 
most successful date of the war, up to that date. 

 

We look at the craters that 
were created by huge  
explosions under the German 
lines. These include Hill 60, 
the Caterpillar Crater, Victoria 
Crater and the Pool Of Peace 
(Spanbroekmolen).  
 

We follow the attack of the two Irish  
Division (16th & 36th) who fought side 
by side. Amongst their ranks was the 
politician William Redmond who was 
mortally wounded. We later visit his 
grave at Loker. 
 

At Messines we visit the New Zealand  
Memorial which stands within Messines 
Ridge Cemetery located close to the  
German Front lines. The village was  
captured by the New Zealand Division 

and during their attack a VC was won by  
Samuel Frickleton for the neutralising two 
machine gun posts.  
 

We also visit the Plug Street Wood area  
where the famous Christmas truce took  
place and look at the last of the mines that 
exploded on 7 June 1917. 
 

Day Four: Upon leaving the hotel for our 
return journey, we visit Lijssenthoek  
Military Cemetery where so many 
wounded from the battle now rest now 
rest. We then proceed to port of Calais for 
our return ferry crossing to the UK. 

 

 Included In Your Tour 
 - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary   
 - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
 - Information Pack 
 - 3 star accommodation with continental  
    breakfast in the centre of Ypres 
 - Lunch on day two and three of the tour 
 - Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited   
 - Return ferry crossing 
 - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary  
    hot and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks for the  
    duration of the tour 

 

 Hotel Accommodation 
 

 You will be staying at the 3 star Albion Hotel, a family run hotel  
 in the centre of Ypres and 350 metres from the Menin Gate.   
 

 It features free high-speed Wi-Fi, an intimate bar and a library. 
 

 All of the rooms at the Albion have a flat-screen TV, work desk  
 and tea and coffee making facilities. Each bathroom features a   
 shower and/or bath and a hairdryer. 

  

  Cost of Tour: £485 per person  
 

    Price is based on two people sharing; single supplement - £108 

Messines 100th Anniversary  

Remembrance Tour 
Four Day Tour 
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Tour Itinerary 
Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point 
and proceed to Dover for our channel crossing by ferry and then  
on to Ypres to check in to the Albion Hotel (located in the centre  
of Ypres). With the rest of the day at your leisure you can explore 
this historic and beautiful town visiting St Martin’s Cathedral and  
St George’s Chapel and finishing at the Menin Gate. Then enjoy a 
meal and one of the famous Belgium beers before taking in the  
Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. 
 

Days Two and Three: Over these central days we will tour the   
Messines battlefield paying particular attention to the tunneling  
war that went on beneath the ridge.  

Hill 60 Pill Box 

Irish Peace Tower 

New Zealand Soldier  
at Messines 

New Zealand Memorial at Messines 

Call us on 01908 617264 



The 31st July 2017 marks the centenary of the Third Battle of     
Ypres which became more commonly known as the Battle of     
Passchendaele. This battle is synonymous with the Great War and 
the conditions in which it was fought. For four months British,   
Australian and Canadian troops fought through one of the wettest 
summers recorded in the region. Intensive shelling broke up the 
irrigation system and created a lunar landscape which identifies 
this particular battle. 
 

To mark the centenary of the Battle, a number of events will take 
place in and around Ypres. 

 

Cost of Tour: £495 per person  
 

Price is based on two people sharing; single supplement - £135 

Tour Itinerary   
Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and 
proceed to Dover for our channel crossing by ferry. Then on to Ypres 
to check in to the Albion Hotel (located in the centre of Ypres).   
There will be a special event taking 
place in the Grote Markt in the  
evening. The Last Post Ceremony at 
the Menin Gate will be shown on 
large screens followed by a multi-
media cultural event, combining live 
performance with projection map-
ping on the iconic Cloth Hall, which 
will tell the story of the First World War on the Ypres Salient.  
 

Day Two: A commemorative event will be held at Tyne Cot                  
Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
cemetery in the world in terms of burials. There are 11,961                   
Commonwealth servicemen buried here, of whom more than 8,300 
remain unidentified. The event will be accessible by ticket 
only. Tickets are free of charge, and will be available via a public  
Ballot (open from 3 Jan until 24 Feb 2017). To enter ballot go to: 
https://www.passchendaele100.org/ 
 

For those not successful in receiving a ballot ticket to attend the 
event at Tyne Cot, Rifleman Tours will hold a small service of       
remembrance at a noted CWGC Cemetery in the area. 

Hotel Accommodation 
 

 You will be staying at the 3 star Albion Hotel, a family run hotel  
 in the centre of Ypres and 350 metres from the Menin Gate and  
 ideally placed for all the remembrance events. 
 

 The bedrooms have free Wi-Fi, a flat-screen TV and tea/coffee 
 making facilities.  

Should you enter the ballot and are successful in obtaining a 
ticket, Rifleman Tours will take you to the park and ride where 
transport provided by the event organisers will ferry you to Tyne 
Cot Cemetery and back at the end of the event where a member 
of the Rifleman Team will be waiting for you. 
 

Day Three: Today we look at The Third Battle of Ypres which    
acquired the name Passchendaele. We begin at Pilkem Ridge 
where the 38th Welsh Division launched the battle and stop at the 
‘Welsh Dragon Memorial’ before moving on to Langemark which 
was the second of the eight battles in this campaign. Here we look 
at the Harry Patch Memorial and discuss this battle before taking 
lunch at the Hooge Crater Café and Museum (lunch and museum 
entrance fee included in price).  
After lunch, we will look at the Battle of the Menin Road and   
Polygon Wood and the Australian action that took place there  
and a visit to the New Buttes British Cemetery and the small  
battlefield Cemetery of Polygon Wood. We then move on to the 
Passchendaele Memorial Museum at Zonnebeke (entrance fee 
included in price). This wonderful museum has many artifacts as 
well as reconstructed ‘dugouts and trenches’ and sets the scene 
perfectly for our visit to Tyne Cot Cemetery.    
At Tyne Cot  we will discuss the Battle of Broodseinde which took 
place on 4 October involving the Australian Corps. The German 
army refers to this battle and date as their ‘blackest day’. 
We will move along the ridge to Passchendaele and stop at the 
Canadian Memorial which now 
stands on the site of Crest Farm. 
Here we look at the Canadian Corps 
involvement with the taking of the 
town of Passchendaele which finally 
brought the Third Battle of Ypres to 
a close.  
We will then return to the hotel 
where the rest of the evening is at 
your leisure. 
 

Day Four: Upon leaving the hotel for our return journey, we pay a 
visit to Vancouver Corner before winding our way to Essex Farm. 
Here we look at the life of Lt Col John McCrae, the author of the 
famous poem In Flanders Fields, and view the dressing station 
used during Third Ypres. Our final stop will be Lijssenthoek  
Cemetery where so many wounded from the battle now rest. We 
then proceed to Calais for our return ferry crossing to the UK. 

    Included In Your Tour 
 

   - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary  
   - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
   - Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited   
   - 3 star accommodation with continental breakfast in the  
      centre of Ypres 
   - Information pack                         
   - Lunch where specified 
   - Return ferry crossing 
   - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary hot 
     and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks  
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Battle of Passchendaele 100th Anniversary Remembrance Tour 

Four Day Tour 

The Tyne Cot Wall of Remembrance 

Call us on 01908 617264 



Tour Itinerary 
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  Four Day Tour 

Armistice Day in Ypres and Passchendaele 
100th Anniversary Tour of Remembrance 

Be part of the Armistice Day Ceremonies in Ypres on 11th November 2017; there is nowhere quite like Ypres to remember the ending of 
the Great War. Join the Poppy Parade from the main square and walk with pride to the special commemoration service held under the 
Menin Gate at 11.00am which is relayed to the main square via video link. After a leisurely afternoon (our hotel is in the centre of Ypres) 
be our guest at the stunning ‘Great War Remembered’ concert in Saint Martin’s Cathedral. Complete this day of remembrance by  
attending the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate at 8.00pm that evening with the bands that have been in the town during the day.  

 

 
 
Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and  
proceed to the Eurotunnel Terminal at Folkstone where we catch our 
train to Calais. Upon arrival we proceed to Ypres and check in to the  
Albion Hotel (located in the centre of Ypres). The rest of the evening is at 
your leisure when you are free to enjoy a meal and one of the famous 
Belgium beers before taking in the Last Post ceremony at the Menin Gate 
and the atmosphere generated by this special time in Ypres. 
 

Day Two: After a leisurely breakfast we walk through the town to Saint 
Martin’s Cathedral where, those who wish, can join in the Poppy Parade. 
Your own, or medals of a relative, can be worn with pride as you walk 
through the Grote Markt and up to the Menin Gate where we take part in 
the 11:00am Commemorative Last Post Ceremony. 
 

At the end of the ceremony you are free to enjoy this special day and 
explore the beautiful town at your leisure, or stroll back to the hotel until 
the ‘Great War Remembered’ concert begins at 4:30pm at Saint Martin’s 
Cathedral (ticket included in price). At 8:00pm the Last Post Ceremony is 
sounded under the Menin Gate when the many bands in attendance 
strike up once again. 
 

Day Three: This year marks the 100th Anniversary of the Battle of  
Passchendaele which started at 3:50am on the 31 July and ended on  
10 November when the Canadians finally took the village and brought to  
a finish one of the bloodiest battles of the Great War. We will look at the 
Canadians’ actions after relieving the II ANZAC Corps on 18 October and 
follow their valiant story looking at the sites where they fought around 
this small village. 
We will visit Tyne Cot Cemetery, the largest Commonwealth Cemetery in 
the World, before touring this battlefield. Then a visit to the Canadian 
Memorial at Passchendaele which sits on the German strongpoint of Crest 
Farm and gives commanding views across the slopes leading up to the 
town. We also visit Essex Farm where Canadian Medical Officer John 
McCrae wrote the poem ‘In Flanders Fields’. More visits will follow finish-
ing with a late lunch at the Hooge Crater Café and Museum (lunch and 
museum entrance fee included in price). We will then return to Ypres 
where the rest of the afternoon and evening will be at your leisure. 
 

Day Four: The morning can be spent at your leisure in this historic and 
beautiful town. Visit the In Flanders Field Museum in the Cloth Hall, walk 
along the Ramparts or just visit the local chocolate shops. At lunchtime 
we will then travel back to the Eurotunnel terminal at Calais and our train 
back to the UK. 

 Included In Your Tour 
 

 -  Battlefield visits as described in itinerary 
 -  Battlefield Guide and tour manager  
 -  3 star accommodation with continental breakfast  
     based in the centre of Ypres 
 -  Ticket to the Great War Remembered Concert at  
     Saint Martin’s Cathedral, plus programme 
 -  Lunch on tour day three 
 -  Information pack 
 -  Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited on        
    tour day three 
 -  Return Eurotunnel crossing 
 -  Executive coach or minibus travel serving complimentary  
    hot and cold drinks,  
    bottled water and  
    light snacks  
 
 
  
 
Hotel Accommodation 
 

 You will be staying at the 3 star Albion Hotel, a family-run     
 hotel in the centre of Ypres and 350 metres from the Menin 
 Gate. It features free high-speed Wi-Fi, an intimate bar, a  
 library and multilingual staff. 
 

 All of the rooms at the Albion have a flat-screen TV, work 
 desk and tea and coffee making facilities. Each bathroom  
 features a shower and/ or bath and a hairdryer. 

Last Post Buglers 

Poppy Parade Wreaths to be laid 

Great War Remembered  
Concert 

   

  Cost of Tour 
 

  £499 per person 
 

  Price is based on two  people sharing 
  Single supplement - £135 
 Our group waiting to join  

the Poppy Parade 

Call us on 01908 617264 



Dunkirk – ‘Operation Dynamo’  Three Day Tour 

On 14 May 1940 the Germans burst through the Ardennes, advanced west and then turned  
towards the English Channel effectively flanking the Allied forces. A series of counter attacks 
were initiated, notably the Battle of Arras, but all failed to stop the German spearhead which 
reached the coast on 20 May and separated the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) from the  
French and Belgium Armies. Once at the coast the Germans swung north threatening the ports 
and trapping the British and French Armies.  
 

On 25 May, the War Office gave the order to evacuate British Forces from Dunkirk; codename 
‘Operation Dynamo’. In nine days from 27 May – 4 June, 338,226 British and Allied troops  
escaped in what became known as “The Miracle of Dunkirk”. 
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Tour Itinerary 
Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and proceed to the port where  
we catch our ferry. On arrival, we proceed to Ypres and check in to the Albion Hotel (located in 
the centre of Ypres) where the rest of the evening is at your leisure and you are free to enjoy a 
meal and one of the famous Belgium beers in the Grote Markt before taking in the Last Post  
Ceremony at the Menin Gate. 
 

Day Two: We go to La Paradis, scene of one of the SS massacre sites. From here we visit Cassel 
which was gallantly defended by battalions of the Ox & Bucks and Gloucester regiments to stop 
the advancing Germans. A packed lunch is taken here (included in the price) before we move on 
to Wormoult and the site where the 100 captured Warwicks were put in a barn and grenades 
were tossed in with them by the SS.   
 

We then follow the escape corridor back to Bergues and look at the town and the site of the VC action by  
Captain Andrews of the East Lancs and the stand by a company of the Coldstream Guards commanded by 
Lt Jimmy Langley which took place on the canal bank leading east from the town. We then make our way 

back to Ypres via Dixmude where bridges were blown to stop the 
advancing German army. 
 

Day Three: Today we head for the beaches at Dunkirk. We can 
follow them from La Panne down to Bray Dunnes and cover the 
various actions that took place. We then visit the Dunkirk  
Cemetery and memorial taking a closer look at the East Mole 
where many were evacuated from and Bastion 32 which is now a 
museum (entrance fee included in price) but was where the 
French commanded the evacuation. We then journey back to the 
port for our crossing back to the UK. 

Dunkirk Beaches 

Dunkirk Cemetery 
Little Ships 

 

   Cost of Tour 
 

   £385 per person 
 
 

     Price is based on two people sharing 
     Single supplement - £74 

 
   Hotel Accommodation 
 

    You will be staying at the 3 star Albion Hotel, a family-run hotel in the  
    centre of Ypres and 350 metres from the Menin Gate. It features free  
    high-speed Wi-Fi, an intimate bar, a library and multilingual staff. 
 

    All of the rooms at the Albion have a flat-screen TV, work desk and tea  
    and coffee making facilities. Each bathroom features a shower and/or  
    bath and a hairdryer. 

 
  Included In Your Tour 
 

  - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary 
  - Battlefield Guide and tour manager  
  - Information pack 
  - 3 star accommodation with continental breakfast 
  - Lunch on day two of the tour  
  - Entrance to all museums and places of  
     interests visited  
  - Return ferry crossing 
  - Executive coach or minibus travel including  
    complimentary hot and cold drinks,    
    bottled water and light snacks for  
    the duration of the tour  

Dunkirk Memorial 

Call us on 01908 617264 



19 August 2017 marks the 75th Anniversary of the raid on Dieppe codenamed ‘Operation 
Jubilee’. The objective of the raid was to land a predominantly Canadian force, seize and hold 
the port for one tidal period. The gathering of intelligence has now been proven to be quite 
possibly the real reason for the raid and its connection to the German Enigma machine. As 
well as these objectives, the raid would also build morale back home and show commitment 
to our Russian allies. 
 

Practically none of these objectives were met. The raiding force was by and large trapped on 
the beaches and in less than 10 hours, the last Allied troops had all been killed, evacuated or 
captured by the Germans. 

 
 

Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and proceed to Dover for  
our channel crossing by ferry to Calais and then on to Dieppe where we will check in to our 
hotel located opposite Red and White Beaches. The rest of the evening is at your leisure 
when you can explore this picturesque port and sample the delightful restaurants. 
 

Day Two and Three: Throughout days two and three of the tour, we will attend the key  
75th Anniversary events that mark this audacious raid. 

 

   We will also visit the landing beaches including those on the outer and  
   inner flanks. The outer flanks include Yellow Beach that was attacked by   
   No 3 Commando and Orange Beach, attacked by No 4 Commando and  
   led by Lord Lovat (Lt Col Simon Fraser). Blue Beach at Puys was one of  
   the inner flank beaches and assaulted by the Royal Regiment of Canada.  
   A twenty minute delay proved fatal for them and they suffered  
   horrendous casualties. On Green beach we see where the South  
   Saskatchewan Regiment came ashore and Commander Lt Col Merrit  
   won the Victoria Cross (Merrits Bridge). 
 

We then look at the main landings on Red and White Beaches by the Essex Scottish and  
Royal Hamilton Light Infantry Regiments and later the Mont Royal Fusiliers who were the 
floating reserve. Walking the length of these beaches we discuss landing techniques and the 
German defences that they had to overcome before walking to the harbour. It is here that  
we discuss what the ‘Enigma Theory’ is and what is quite possibly the real reason for the raid. While walking around the harbour we point 
out the objectives including the German Naval Headquarters located in Hotel Moderne. Finally, to end the tour, we visit the Canadian 
Cemetery and pay our respect to the fallen with the laying of a wreath and the playing of the Last Post. 
 

Day Four: Return journey and our channel crossing back to the UK. 

Tour Itinerary 

  Included In Your Tour 
 

  - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary   
  - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
  - Information pack 
  - 4 star accommodation including continental  
    breakfast  
  - Entrance to all museums and places of  
     interest visited  
  - Lunch on day two and three of the tour 
  - Return ferry crossing 
  - Executive coach or minibus travel including       
    complimentary hot and cold drinks, bottled 
    water and light snacks for the duration of  
    the tour   

 Hotel Accommodation 
 

 You will be staying at the 4-star Mercure Dieppe  
 La Présidence.  
 

 This hotel places you next to Dieppe Beach and  
 Chateau de Dieppe and has conveniences like a  
 restaurant, a bar/lounge, and free in-room WiFi.  
 It is also near Saint Jacques Church and Notre Dame  
de Bonsecours. 
 

 The restaurant serves regional cuisine and healthy,   
 low-fat dishes. Room service is also available. 
 

 A public, heated, seawater pool and a thalasso-  
 therapy centre are located opposite the hotel. 

    Cost of Tour: £495 per person 
 

  Price is based on two people sharing; Single supplement - £120 

Dieppe ‘Operation Jubilee’  
75th Anniversary Tour 

Four Day Tour 
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Yellow Beach Exit, Dieppe 

Canadian Memorial at Blue Beach 

Canadian Cemetery Dieppe 

Essex Scottish  
Memorial 

Orange Beach  
Memorial 

Call us on 01908 617264 



Normandy and the D-Day Landings 

Four Day Tour 

The Normandy invasion and the liberation of Europe was one of the largest           
undertakings in military history and it effectively signalled the beginning of the end 
of the Second World War. The logistics for this operation were unparalleled from 
the assembly of the largest and most powerful armada, to the landing of three air-
borne divisions as well as massed infantry. ‘Overlord’, as it was codenamed, is quite 
simply a military feat to be marvelled at. 
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Tour Itinerary 
 

Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and proceed to Dover for our  
channel crossing by ferry to Calais and then on to the city of Caen where we will book into our    
centrally located hotel. The rest of the evening is at your leisure when you can explore this vibrant and historic city. 
 

Day Two: We begin our tour of the British sector by visiting Pegasus Bridge which was taken by the Ox and Bucks in a stunning coup de 
main operation. Here we visit the Pegasus Bridge Museum (entrance fee included in the price) and Café Gondree, the first house liberated  
in France, before moving on to the Merville Battery and Ranville where we pay our respect at Lt Brotheridge's grave. Brotheridge was the 

first allied soldier killed on D-Day.   
 

A packed lunch is provided (included in the price) before we move on and visit the beaches of 
Sword, Juno and Gold and discuss the actions that took place as the allied troops came ashore 
and moved inland. This includes the story of Stanley Hollis the only VC winner of  D-Day. We   
finish the day at Arromanches where the British established their Mulberry harbour and         
remnants of it remain in the bay to this day. 
 

Day Three: As we travel into the American sector we stop at La Cambe, the German War      
Cemetery. Here we visit the grave of Michael Wittmann, the panzer ace, before we travel on to 
Sainte-Mère-Église. Here a company of the 82nd airborne dropped on to the market square in the 
early hours of 6 June and were cut down by the waiting Germans. One John Steele was snagged 
on the church steeple and a model of him is suspended there as a reminder of the event. At 

Sainte-Mère-Église we visit the Airborne Museum and explore the town before partaking of a packed lunch (museum entrance fee and 
lunch included in the price). 
 

The afternoon sees us look at the exploits of ‘Easy Company’ made famous in the television 
series Band of Brothers. We visit their memorial and the site at Brécourt where they silenced 
four guns on the morning of 6 June before looking at the first of the American beaches, Utah. 
 

We then travel along the coast to Pointe Du Hoc, taken by the US Rangers before entering 
Omaha Beach via the Verville draw. Here we travel the length of the beach and discuss the 
actions that took place on what became known as ‘Bloody Omaha’. We finish the day with a 
visit to the American Cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer. This stunning cemetery contains three 
Medal of Honour winners and the brothers the film Saving Private Ryan was based on. 
 

Day Four:  When we leave our hotel in Caen we travel to the Bayeux War Cemetery to pay  
our respects to the Commonwealth fallen before travelling back to Calais and the ferry home. 

Omaha Beach Memorial 

A Longues-sur-Mer Gun 

Café Gondree, 
Pegasus Bridge 

Hotel Accommodation 
 

You will be staying at the 3 star Royal Hotel 
Caen Centre, located in the heart of Caen,  
just 700 metres from Caen Castle. The Royal 
offers modern, elegant accommodation with 
free Wi-Fi, a 24-hour reception and serviced  
by a lift. 
 

All of the air-conditioned rooms at the Royal  
feature a flat-screen TV with satellite channels,  
a desk and a private bathroom. 
 

In the evening guests can relax with a drink 
from the bar overlooking Republique Square.  

Included In Your Tour 
 

- Battlefield visits as described in itinerary   
- Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
- 3 star accommodation with continental     
  breakfast in the centre of Caen  
- Lunch on day two and three of the tour 
- Entrance to all museums and places of  
  interests visited 
- Information pack 
- Return ferry crossing 
- Executive coach or minibus travel including  
  complimentary hot and cold drinks, bottled 
  water and light snacks for the duration of 
  the tour  

   

   Cost of Tour 

   £485 per person 
 

    Price is based on two  
    people  sharing 
     

    Single supplement - £105 

    

Call us on 01908 617264 



Arnhem  
‘Operation Market Garden’  

Four Day Tour 
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After sweeping through France and Belgium in the summer of 1944, the Allies were poised  
to enter the Netherlands. Field Marshal Bernard Montgomery favoured a single thrust north 
over the Lower Rhine river, allowing the British 2nd Army to bypass the German Siegfried  
Line and attack the Ruhr. To this end the Allies launched 'Operation Market Garden' on  
17 September 1944. 
 

The plan was to drop a carpet of airborne troops consisting of three divisions, the US 101st  
and 82nd and the British 6th. Their job was to capture and hold a number of key bridges and 
thus create an ‘Airborne Corridor’ over which the British Second Army lead by XXX Corps could 
advance. The 101st were given the bridges around Eindhoven and the 82nd those at Nijmegen. 
The British 6th Division was awarded the prize, the bridges across the Rhine at Arnhem and 
particularly the road bridge that was to become ‘A Bridge Too Far’. 

Paras at Arnhem 

 

Day One: Depart by coach from UK collection point and proceed to Dover for our channel  
crossing by ferry. At Leopoldsburg our tour begins as we cross Joe’s Bridge and follow the  
corridor taken by XXX Corps known as Hell’s Highway to Arnhem. Along the way we will look at 
the main actions of the US 101st and 82nd Airborne Divisions at Eindhoven and Nijmegen before 
arriving at our hotel. The rest of the evening is at your leisure. 
 

Day Two and Three: Over the next two days we visit the drop zones around the Arnhem and 
Oosterbeek areas including the Polish drop one at Driel. We also look at the routes taken by the 
paratroopers as they moved towards Arnhem, notably the Lion Route taken by Lt Col John Frost 
and the 2nd Battalion which we will follow and then look at the defence of the bridge itself. 
 

Over these two days we also visit the Old (Lonsdale) Church at the base of the defensive pocket on the Lower Rhine and see Kate ter Horst 
House where so many wounded were cared for. We will also walk the area around 14 Zwarteweg where Major General Urquhart avoided 
capture in the attic. 
 

It is also our intention to visit other sites of interest connected to Operation Market Garden. 
 

Day Four: Today sees us leave our hotel and journey back to France and our channel crossing back to the UK. 

Tour Itinerary 

RE Memorial at  
River Crossing Point 

 Included In Your Tour 
 

 - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary   
 - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
 - Information pack 
 - 4 star accommodation including continental  
    breakfast  
 - Entrance to all museums and places of  
    interests visited  
 - Lunch on day two and three of the tour 
 - Return ferry crossing 
 - Executive coach or minibus travel including       
   complimentary hot and cold drinks, bottled 
   water and light snacks for the duration of  
   the tour   

  Hotel Accommodation 
 

  You will be staying at the 4 star Best Western  
  Plus Hotel Haarhuis located in the heart of  
  Arnhem. Shops, bars and restaurant are all  
  within walking distance of the hotel. 
 

  The hotel itself offers a lounge, bar and  
  restaurant and free Wi-Fi available  
  throughout. 
 

 All rooms are equipped with bath or shower,  
 hairdryer, safe, telephone and LCD TV. 

 

      

  Cost of Tour 
 

  £490 per person 
 

   Price is based on two people sharing 
     

    Single supplement - £105 

Arnhem Cemetery Service 

John Frost Bridge The Bridge after the battle 

Call us on 
01908 617264 



 

Napoleon’s abdication in April 1814 saw the end of 21 years of warfare that had begun in the wake of the French Revolution. Millions 

had died and now the warlord had to be caged and exiled on the Mediterranean island of Elba. However, the peace was not to last.  

Napoleon spent only nine months and 21 days in uneasy retirement on Elba, watching events in France with great interest. Finally on  

26 February 1815, when the British and French guard ships were absent, he slipped away from Portoferraio with a handful of officers 

and 1,050 soldiers of his personal escort. They landed on the southern coast of France on 1 March 1815. 19 days later, Napoleon had 

reached Paris slowly building his forces along the way as soldiers and general alike rallied to his cause. 
 

With the coalition forces gathering to invade France, Napoleon decides to strike first moving his army across the border into Belgium 

to strike at Brussels. One man would stand in his way: Arthur Wesley, ‘The Duke of Wellington’. They had never met in person or in 

battle but soon these two military giants would meet in a shallow valley south of the small town of Waterloo. 

Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point and proceed to Dover for our channel 
crossing by ferry and then on to Waterloo to check in to our hotel. The rest of the evening is at your leisure 
when you are free to enjoy a meal and one of the famous Belgium beers.                                                                                                                                                   

Day Two: After breakfast we begin our tour with visits to: Quatre Bras: a look at 
the stopping action fought by Wellington and his Allied Divisions. Le Caillou 
Museum: here Napoleon and his generals breakfasted on the morning of the 
18th, but in reality it was a senior management crisis meeting to discuss the 
coming battle. Ligny: where Napoleon took on the Prussians with the right wing 
of his army in an attempt to drive them away from Wellington and the Allies. The Old Windmill at Bussy:        
Wellington conferred here with Blücher, agreeing to support each other in the coming days’ battles. A packed 
lunch will be provided (included in the price). 

Day Three: This day is spent exploring the battlefield of Waterloo with visits to: The Lion Mound: this imposing 
memorial erected to the Prince of Orange gives a stunning panoramic view over the battlefield. The Château of 
Hougoumont (included in the price): heroically defended by the Coldstream Guards with the German and Dutch 

Allies. La Haie Sainte: this central bastion was held until late in the day by the riflemen of the King’s German Legion. The Sand Pit: next to La 
Haie Sainte, this area was defended by the famous 95th Rifles. La Belle Alliance: this small Coaching Inn was Napoleon’s centre and from 
here he controlled the French forces. Across the battlefield from the French ridge we see where Ney’s  
valiant cavalry took place in the afternoon only to be repulsed by the British squares and to our right is the 
ground occupied by The Grand Battery. Wellington’s Left Flank: This brings us to the small farmsteads and 
hamlet of La Papelotte, La Haie and Frischermont. This area was defended by Saxe-Weimar’s Dutch Brigade 
who stood resolute against Durutte’s 4th Division. Other sites and areas of interest: Captain Mercer’s Horse 
Artillery battery, Picton’s death and memorial, the charge of the Scots Greys and numerous other plaques 
and monuments that cover this historic battlefield. A packed lunch will be provided (included in the price). 

Day Four: On the final day, before heading for the port, we visit the village of Waterloo and the excellent 
Wellington Museum (included in the price) where Wellington stayed before and after the battle and wrote 
the famous dispatch which is how the battle acquires its name. 

Tour Itinerary 

The Battle of Waterloo Campaign Tour 
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 Hotel Accommodation 
 

 You will be staying at the Ibis Brussels Waterloo, a charming          
 3-star hotel set in a prime location in the centre of Waterloo  
 and within walking distance of the battlefield. In addition to a  
 restaurant, the hotel features a bar/lounge with a terrace. 
 

 Rooms are equipped with a television, complimentary Wi-Fi  
 and hairdryer. 

  Included In Your Tour 
 

   - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary  
   - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
   - 3 star accommodation with continental breakfast in the  
      centre of Waterloo 
   - Information pack                         
   - Lunch on day two and three of the tour 
   - Entrance to all museums and places of interests visited  
   - Return ferry crossing 
   - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary  
      hot and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks for the   
      duration of the tour 

 Cost of Tour: £485 per person  
 

  Price is based on two people sharing; single supplement - £105 

Four Day Tour 

Lion Mound 

Scots Greys Charge 

British Memorial, 
Hougoumont 

Call us on 01908 617264 



Tour Itinerary 
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When the British Expeditionary Force fell back into Flanders and concentrated on the town of Ypres in October 1914 little did they know 
that they were in the heart of some of the best hop growing land in Belgium. And we all know what hops make….. BEER! 
 

The British Tommy sampled the many local brews and was not too impressed; after all, it was really nothing like British ale of the time. 
They opted to mainly drink ‘Vin Blanc’ with the newly created dish of ‘Egg and Chips’ and use the vats from the breweries to bathe in 
upon returning from the front. However over the years our palates have become so much more sophisticated and Belgium has become 
one of the capitals for beer drinkers with well over 800 different brews.  
 

With this in mind, Rifleman Tours has put together a tour whereby we will set about tasting some of the many distinguished beers of 
the Flanders / Ypres region, with visits to breweries to see how the beer is created. As this is also a World War One battlefield tour,  
we will visit the battlefields where the Commonwealth troops fought so gallantly between 1914 and 1918. 
 

Staying in the centre of Ypres, you will be able to visit a selection of bars including the Brasserie Kazematten, located in the Ramparts  
of Ypres. Here the ‘Wipers Times’ trench newspaper was printed and you can sample a beer of the same name brewed in its honour.  

 

Day One: Depart by coach from your chosen UK collection point 
and proceed to Dover for our channel crossing by ferry and then on 
to Ypres to check in to the Novotel Ieper Centrum ‘Flanders 
Fields’ (located in the centre of Ypres). With the rest of the day at 
your leisure, you can with the aid of our ‘Bars of Ypres’ programme 
begin tasting the nectar of Flanders and obtain an evening meal 
from one of the many restaurants situated around the famous 
Grote Markt before taking a short time out to visit the Menin Gate 
and the witnessing the Last Post Ceremony. 
 

Day Two: We begin our tour with a visit to Zandvoorde and the 
Household Cavalry Memorial which commemorates the stand of 
the 1st and 2nd Life Guards and one officer in particularly; Lord 
Worsley (Lt Charles Pelham). We then return to Gheluvelt where 
the 2nd Worcesters’ bayonet charge restored the line at a crucial 
time during First Ypres.  

 

Our first Brewery visit is the Bockor  
Brewery for a tour and taste (tour included 
in the price). Beer has been brewed here 
since 1892. Lunch is taken at the Hooge 
Crater Café (lunch is included in price). A 
choice of beers can be enjoyed here.  
 

The afternoon will see us visit the Passchendaele Museum 
(entrance included in price) before Tyne Cot, the largest  
Commonwealth Cemetery in the world.  

Beers and Battlefields of Flanders Tour 

Four Day Tour 

Call us on 01908 617264 

From here we move along the 
ridge to the Canadian Memorial at 
Crest Farm before winding up the 
day at the Passchendaele Pub to 
sample the local beer. 
 

Day Three: The morning sees us 
touring the northern half of the 
Ypres Salient and Vancouver Corner with the Brooding Soldier  
Memorial to the 1st Canadian Division. This area was the scene of 
the first gas attacks in 1915 which culminated in the start of the 
Second Battle of Ypres. Then we travel on to the German Cemetery 
at Langemark before winding our way to Essex Farm Cemetery 
with its Advanced Dressing Station. Here John McCrae wrote the 
famous poem In Flanders Fields.  
 

We then visit the local Brewery Van Eecke. Situated at Watou near 
Poperinge, beer has been brewed here since the mid sixteen  
hundreds. It now brews the famous Hommelbier. Lunch can be 
taken in the town of Poperinge with its many bars, all serving local 
cuisine and beer. A trip to the Hop Museum and Talbot House  
during the afternoon brings this day to an end (entrance fees to 
both are included in the price). 
 

Day Four: We end the battlefield tour at Lijssenthoek Military 
Cemetery and visitor centre before moving onto the St Bernadus 
Brewery. The history of this brewery is connected to two Trappist 
monasteries; one gave us its name, the other gave its beer,  
exchange is no robbery! Here you will get a tour of the brewery 
(tour included in the price) and a tasting session of the beers  
produced. A bite to eat before we leave can be taken in the  
brewery café. We then depart 
for Calais and our return ferry, 
but with one final stop on the 
way at Pidou beer and wine 
outlet before the crossing. 

 Hotel Accommodation 
 

 You will be staying at the 3 star Novotel Ieper Centrum Flanders  
 Field Hotel in the centre of Ypres and a short walk from the   
 Menin Gate and Grote Markt. 
 

 The Novotel features free Wi-Fi, restaurant and bar and for  
 breakfast serves an extensive hot or continental buffet. All 
 rooms have a flat-screen TV and tea and coffee making facilities. 

   

  Included In Your Tour 
 

   - Battlefield visits as described in itinerary  
   - Battlefield Guide and tour manager 
   - 3 star accommodation with hot or continental breakfast in the 
     centre of Ypres 
   - Information pack                         
   - Lunch on tour day where specified 
   - Entrance to all museums and breweries visited 
   - Return ferry crossing 
   - Executive coach or minibus travel including complimentary  
      hot and cold drinks, bottled water and light snacks for the  
      duration of the tour 

   Cost of Tour: £490 per person  
    Price is based on two people sharing, single supplement - £120 
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If you cannot find a scheduled tour that suits your requirements, why not look at a customised one to suit yourself or your group. You 
would have complete control over the construction of the itinerary, transport and accommodation. Private and customised tours are 
ideally suited for groups and those who wish to engage upon a personal pilgrimage. The tour is planned and composed based on the 
wishes of the group or private travellers. This determines the sites to be visited, the transport used and the accommodation. 

21 

Private Tours - If you would prefer a personal private tour of a battlefield of your choice then Tony can cater for this. From an          

individual to a party of four he will be happy to put together a draft itinerary along with provisional costs. Tony will work closely with  
you to construct the tour to meet your requirements exactly. Once all has been agreed, and approved, he will then submit a fully  
comprehensive programme with confirmed prices. 
 

Group Tours - Tony can arrange tours for any sized group and provide a tailor-made tour specifically designed to meet your every 

requirements. By working closely with you to construct an itinerary, arrange accommodation and transport, all entirely to suit your 
agenda. Whether you are a military unit or association, society or British Legion branch he can supply a tour to suit your every need. 

 
 

“On behalf of 16th Signal Regiment and 230 (Malaya) Signal Squadron I would like to thank 
Tony for his excellent tour of Ypres Salient and of the Somme. From the very first piece of  
communication to the final farewell in Ypres, Tony’s service was first class. As for the tour, Tony 
put together a highly polished and professional bespoke package for 40 members of my team, 
and continued to dazzle them all with the romance of his stories and the passion that he  
harnesses for military history.  
Thank you Tony and best wishes for the future.” 
SSgt (YofS) Andy Simpson 

 
“We selected Tony and Rifleman Tours because they were the most efficient in responding 
to us and creating our own tour. My Grandfather was captured at the Battle of Cambrai in 
1918 having signed up the year before at the age of 40! So we wanted to understand the 
context of the WW1 and find where he had fought and been captured. Tony picked us  
up from home and spent the week with us driving round the various battlefields and  
cemeteries in what was an exceptionally interesting and fascinating tour. We ended up at 
the Flesquieres Salient where he was captured and had the privilege of seeing one of the 
tanks used in the Battle of Cambrai which a local hotelier had dug up!! 
 

Tony was extremely knowledgeable and at every cemetery he was able to choose one or 
two graves and explain something about that individual. A really great experience and I  
thoroughly recommend Tony.” 
Robin Bailey 
 

“Tony, I would like to thank you for the wonderful experience that you provided for both Annie and myself at the end of August when you 
took us through the Battlefields of Northern France and Belgium. When I booked the tour 
with you I asked if you could include some locations that I was very interested in because 
of the fact that both of my Grandfathers had served in the Australian Forces on the 
Somme and other areas. You were only too happy to include these locations, thank you. 
Whilst I was excited and looking forward to the tour, I didn’t really know what to expect.  
I did think that it was going to be good, however, I must say that it was better than that,  
it was excellent. Your attention to detail in explaining particular battles and incidents 
made me wish that I had recorded the whole adventure. When you discussed certain  
battles and pointed out important or historical locations it was very easy to follow and 
helped me to understand, even if only a small amount, and certainly not taking for 
granted, what actually occurred. 
 

I will be forever grateful for your help to, in part, having retraced the steps of my        
Grandfathers as they served their country in the Great War. 
 

Tony, I would not hesitate to recommend your services.” 
John and Annie, Australia 
 

 

 

Testimonials from Private and Group Tours 

Your Battlefield Guide 

Private and Group Tours 

Tony with Sally and Robin Bailey  
at the Deborah Tank 

16th Signal Regiment  
at the Menin Gate 

John and Annie at the Ross Bastiaan Relief at 
Mouquet Farm, the Somme 
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The majority of our groups consist of between 12 and 24 people plus a tour manager and battlefield guide. 
 
Vehicles                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
For tour groups over 20 passengers in size we use a 38 seat executive coach. The coach is fully air-conditioned and is equipped with 
seat belts, DVD player, CD sound system, PA system, refrigerator, hot drink server, and on-board toilet/washroom. Tours that do not 
exceed 12 passengers, we use a 16 seat executive minibus. 
 
For larger group bookings we use a 52 seat coach fully equipped as above. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For smaller private groups we use an 16 seat executive Minibus and for personal bespoke tours we use a Volkswagen                     
People Carrier. 
 
Channel Crossing  
We use the Dover to Calais ferry crossing on all our Western Front and Normandy tours (apart from our Armistice Tour in  
November when we use the Eurotunnel).  
 
Travel Insurance  
It is a condition that travellers are covered by comprehensive travel insurance and do not travel against medical advice.  
This can be arranged through Rifleman Tours. 
 
Passports  
Please don’t forget that it is your responsibility to ensure you are in possession of a valid passport. 
 
Pick up Points 
Rifleman Tours is based in North Buckinghamshire. Our first pick up is in Milton Keynes at the Holiday Inn Express, Tongwell,  
conveniently located just off junction 14 of the M1 with plenty of space in the complimentary car park. 
 

Our final pick up is the Premier Inn Ashford Premier Inn, Eureka Leisure Park, located close to Junction 9 of the M20 and Ashford  
International and Eurostar Train Station. Again there is complimentary car parking although the hotel appreciates a donation to  
their charity in return for leaving your car. 
 

Many of our travellers, from all parts of UK and abroad, stay the night before a tour – and sometimes even the night of our return. 
Both hotels have a restaurant close by should you require an evening meal. 
 

List of all pick up points: 
1. Milton Keynes – Holiday Inn Express, Eastlake Park, Tongwell (just off junction 14, M1) 
2. Toddington Services, M1 
3. South Mimms Services, M25 
4. Ashford International Train Station 
5. Ashford – Premier Inn (Eureka Leisure Park) Hotel, Rutherford Road, (just off junction 9, M20) 
6. Port of Dover 

52 and 38 seat coaches 

Mercedes Minibus  Volkswagen Sharan 



 2017 Tour Dates and Prices  

 Date Tour No. of days Cost 

 April 7 - 10  Vimy Ridge and Arras 100th Anniversary Tour 4 £495 

 May 20 - 21  A Taste of Flanders and the Great War... A Corner of a Foreign Field 2 £215 

 May 26 - 28  Ypres: The Immortal Salient 3 £385 

 June 7 - 10  The Battle of Messines 100th Anniversary Tour 4 £485 

 June 22 - 25  Normandy and the D-Day Landings Tour 4 £485 

 June 30 - July 2  Dunkirk - ’Operation Dynamo’ 3 £385 

 July 7 - 9  The Somme: Heroism and Horror (includes visit to Vimy Ridge) 3 £385 

 July 14 - 16  Ypres: The Immortal Salient 3 £385 

 July 30 - August 2  The Battle of Passchendaele 100th Anniversary Tour 4 £495 

 August 5 - 6  A Taste of Flanders and the Great War... A Corner of a Foreign Field 2 £215 

 August 18 - 21  Dieppe - ‘Operation Jubilee’ 75th Anniversary Tour 4 £495 

 September 8 - 11  The Battle of Waterloo Campaign Tour 4 £485 

 September 22 - 25  Beers and Battlefields of Flanders 4 £490 

 Sept 29 - October 2  From the Ypres Salient to the Crucible of the Somme 4 £485 

 October 6 - 9  Arnhem – ‘Operation Market Garden’  4 £490 

 October 14 - 15  A Taste of Flanders and the Great War... A Corner of a Foreign Field 2 £215 

 October 20 - 23  From the Ypres Salient to the Crucible of the Somme 4 £485 

 November 10-13  Armistice Day in Ypres and Passchendaele 100th Anniversary Tour 4 £499 

All prices are based on two people sharing; single supplement applies 

 

 

 

Phone: 01908 617264 
 

E-mail: info@riflemantours.co.uk 
 

Website: www.riflemantours.co.uk 
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Q) How do you book a Rifleman Tour? 
A) Phone Rifleman Tours on 01908 617264 and we will take a verbal booking and send out a booking form to you. Alternatively you can email us at 
info@riflemantours.co.uk and we will send out a booking form to you. Or you can download one and print off from our website and forward it to us. 
Confirmation in writing is needed within 7 days with your deposit of £100 in order to secure a place on a particular tour. Once the completed booking 
form and deposit have been received you hereby accept our terms and conditions. If the tour you wish to go on is within six weeks of departure you 
will have to pay the full tour price. If we do not receive the balance, we shall be entitled to cancel your booking and retain your deposit. 
 

Q) How do I pay? 
A) You can pay by cheque, BACS transfer or credit card. Payment by cheque is payable to ‘Eden Tours Limited’. We accept MasterCard and Visa.  
However, a covering charge of 3% will be made.  A receipt will be sent to you once payment is received. 
 

Q) Is my money safe? 
A) Yes. Rifleman Tours complies with the Package Travel, Package Holidays and Package Tours Regulations 1992. Your money is deposited in a trust 
account and cannot be released to Rifleman Tours until your tour has taken place. This regulation is a guarantee that you will get a full refund of all 
monies paid in the most unlikely event of us failing to provide the tour booked. 
 

Q) Do I need a passport? 
A) Yes. You must have a valid passport. 
 

Q) Do I need travel insurance? 
A) Yes. It is a condition of booking a Rifleman Tour that you have comprehensive travel insurance and are not travelling against  medical advice.    
Details of the insurance arranged must be provided to us prior to your journey departure. Travel insurance can be arranged through the Rifleman 
Tours website. 
 

Q) I have an EHIC Card; do I still need private travel insurance? 
A) Yes. The European Health Insurance Card (EHIC) is not a substitute for travel insurance. Under our terms and conditions everyone travelling on a 
tour with us must have comprehensive travel insurance; you will not be permitted to travel without it. You can take your EHIC as this might assist 
with some costs you may incur under your private travel insurance. 
 

Q) I don't have an EHIC Card, where can I get one? 
A) Pick up a form from your local Post Office or telephone the EHIC application helpline on 0845 606 2030 to apply for your free European Health 
Insurance Card. Or you can go online to www.ehic.org.uk. 
 

Q) If I am taken ill and have to cancel my tour, do I get all my money back? 
A) If you have taken out fully comprehensive travel insurance your insurance company should be able to refund you provided the claim meets the 
criteria of the policy. Full details should be available to you from your insurance company. 
 

Q) Is Rifleman Tours insured? 
A) Yes. We are fully covered for public liability. We also only use reputable and bonded coach companies for our tours, who comply with EU          
regulations for coaches operating in Europe. 
 

Q) Are the coaches non-smoking? 
A) Yes. But we make sure that there are regular stops for comfort reasons. 
 

Q) Luggage 
A) Rifleman Tours advises you to try and keep your luggage as compact as you can and to one medium sized piece only. 
 

Q) How big are your coach tours? 
A) Our group sizes consist of a maximum of 12-24 people. 
 

Q) What is included in the price of a regular tour? 
A) Executive coach/minibus travel from UK, channel crossing, bed and breakfast in minimum 3 star hotel, en-suite accommodation, all museum prices 
(unless otherwise specified), lunch on full tour days (unless specified on tour details), plus services of guide and tour manager. 
 

Q) What is not included in the price? 
A) Your travel insurance, any single supplements, lunch on channel crossings, drinks during meals unless where specified. 
 

Q) I will be travelling alone; will I be accompanied during the tours? 
A) An experienced tour manager will be with you throughout the tour to look after you and we are often joined by single travellers. 
 

Q) I have an idea where we are going but when do I get all the information on this? 
A) Everyone will receive their full and up to date itinerary when onboard the coach/minibus. 
 

Q) I have to cancel my tour, what do I do? 
A) All cancellations must be made in writing to: Rifleman Tours, 30 Flora Thompson Drive, Newport Pagnell, Buckinghamshire, MK16 8ST.               
Cancellations can only be accepted in writing and are effective from the date received or you may lose your deposit. 
 

Q) What are your cancellation charges? 
A) Please see terms and conditions 
 

Q) Can I make alterations to my booking? 
A) You may substitute another person in the place of any of your group at no extra charge, should you or any member of your group become unable 
to come on a Tour. 
 

Q) What if Rifleman Tours cancel a tour? 
A) You will be offered an alternative tour date and if that is not acceptable you will receive a full refund. 
 

Q) I want to find out about a relative who died in the Great War? 
A) As part of our service to customers we have a research service and dependant on the information given we will endeavour to find out as much as 
possible about your relative for you.  
 

Q) I know where my relative is buried and/or named on a memorial. Can I visit them? 
A) Rifleman Tours tries to adapt to meet every request to visit the last resting place of a relative or friend or to visit a memorial where they are     
commemorated. If it is at all feasible, and within travelling distance of our tour itinerary, this should not be a problem. 



Booking Form  25 

 TOUR:                                                                                     DATE OF TOUR: 

Passenger Details 

Name of lead passenger  
(title, first name, surname) 

Address 

 

 

Town  

Postcode  

Country  

Telephone number (home & mobile) 

Email address 

Date of Birth 

Special dietary requirements 

Insurance Policy (name and number) *  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Group Members 

2nd passenger (title, first name, surname)  

Email address 

Date of Birth 

Special dietary requirements  

Insurance Policy (name and number) *  

3rd passenger (title, first name, surname)  

Telephone number (home & mobile)  

Email address 

Date of Birth 

Special dietary requirements 

Insurance Policy (name and number) *  

4th passenger (title, first name, surname) 

Telephone number (home & mobile)  

Email address 

Date of Birth 

Special dietary requirements 

Insurance Policy (name and number) * 

 

Telephone number (home & mobile) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Booking Form Continued  26  

Please indicate your room preferences (subject to availability) 

Single  

Twin  

Double  

 

 

 

* Please confirm before departure if not yet purchased 

I have read and understand Rifleman Tours Terms and Conditions: 

Signed: ______________________________ Date: ______________________________ 

Rifleman Tours 
30 Flora Thompson Drive 
Newport Pagnell  
Bucks 
MK16 8ST 
 
Telephone:  01908 617264 
Email: info@riflemantours.co.uk  

In the event of an emergency, can you please supply a name and contact number: 

Name: ______________________________ Contact No: _____________________________ 

Please make deposit cheques (£100 per person) payable to: Eden Tours Limited 
Or alternatively please pay by BACS quoting your name: 
 

Bank Account Number: 66608368 
 

Bank Sort Code: 30-15-53 
 

Account Name: Eden Tours Limited 

 

 
Rifleman Tours is a trading name of Eden Tours Limited 

Company Number 8915213 
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Terms and Conditions 
 
Journey Payment 
The deposit of £100 per person (or full payment if booking within 6 weeks of departure) must accompany a completed booking form. Deposits for    
private tours vary according to the construction of the tour to meet the individual’s needs. The person signing the booking form authorises and is     
responsible for the booking on behalf of those included on the form. Final payment for the Journey must be made 42 days before the journey  
departure date. 
 

Journey Price 
All prices quoted are guaranteed, and Rifleman Tours will absorb any currency fluctuations, hotel or travel price increases. 
 

Alteration/Cancel of Scheduled Programme by Rifleman Tours 
Rifleman Tours reserves the right to make adjustments to a published Journey itinerary for administrative reasons or in the interest of travellers. If prior 
to the Journey departure Rifleman Tours has to make a significant change owing to unforeseen circumstances to the Journey departure, travel times, 
battlefield location, method of travel or hotel venue, you will be advised immediately and an  alternative Journey (subject to availability) or a refund in 
full will be offered. In the unlikely event that after departure Rifleman Tours is unable to provide a significant proportion of the Journey package,      
suitable alternative arrangements will be made at no extra cost to you. If it is not possible to make suitable alternative arrangements, or they are not 
acceptable to you for good reasons, compensation will be made by Rifleman Tours 
 

Transfer of Booking 
If you are prevented from joining a Journey, you may transfer the booking to another person or another Journey (subject to availability) provided that 
Rifleman Tours are informed before the Journey departure and agree to the transfer. The transferor or transferee are jointly and severally liable to 
Rifleman Tours for any outstanding payments. 
 

Cancellation of Booking by You 
If you are forced to cancel a booking, a verbal notice of cancellation must also be confirmed in writing. Refunds of payments apply on receipt of written 
notification by. Because we incur costs from cancellations, our cancellation charges apply as indicated: 
 

More than 56 days before departure you will lose your deposit 

43 to 56 days before departure you will lose 55% of the cost of your tour  

29 to 42 days before departure you will lose 70% of the cost of your tour  

15 to 28 days before departure you will lose 85% of the cost of your tour  

Less than 14 days – no refund, you will lose 100% of the cost of your tour 
 

Travel insurance may meet any cancellation charges, subject to the insurer's terms and conditions. 
 

Insurance 
It is a condition of booking that all travellers are covered by comprehensive travel insurance and do not travel against medical  advice. Most claims 
against travel insurance are for cancellation owing to illness etc. Details of the insurance arranged must be provided to Rifleman Tours prior to the  
journey departure. 
 

Travel Documents 
You are responsible for ensuring that all passports and any necessary visas are valid and effective. 
 

Minimum Numbers 
If the number of bookings received does not meet the minimum required to operate the Journey (10 for our standard group) by 42 days prior to the 
journey departure, Rifleman Tours will inform you of the cancellation of the journey and an alternative Journey or a refund in full will be offered. 
 

Rifleman Tours Responsibilities 
Rifleman Tours are responsible for the operation of the journey and the proper performance of all suppliers contracted to the Journey package at the 
standard of service published. 
 

Rifleman Tours cannot be held liable for damage or additional expense to you as a result of unforeseen circumstances which could not have been 
avoided, even if all due care had been exercised, for example: 
 

a) Any act personally attributed to you; 

b) A third party unconnected with the provision of the services contracted for; 

c) Circumstances relating to Force Majeure (war, threat of war, riot, civil strife, industrial dispute, terrorist activity, natural or nuclear disaster, fire); 

d) Alteration of ferry timings by ferry company. 
 

Financial Security 
In accordance with EEC regulations designed for the protection of package-tour customers, all payments received will be held in a Trust Account until 
completion of the Journey. 

 
 

Phone: 01908 617264 
 

E-mail: info@riflemantours.co.uk 
 

Website: www.riflemantours.co.uk 



Follow Rifleman Tours on the world’s  
leading social media sites 

 

Contact Details: 
 

Phone: 01908 617264 
 

E-mail: info@riflemantours.co.uk 
 

Website: www.riflemantours.co.uk 

   

   
 
 
     
 
 ‘Like’ our Facebook page and you can  
  share your stories, pictures, videos,  
  chat with other passengers and           
  battlefield enthusiasts. You can also  
  ask any questions that you may have       
  regarding our tours. 
 
  Follow us on Twitter and receive  
  up-to-date news and offers  
  delivered directly to your computer  
  or mobile phone. 


